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Americans may use that day to teach their
children about the meaning of the life and
death of Dr. King and his legacy and lessons
for our time. Others may answer the call of
the organization he founded, the Southern
Christian Leadership Conference, and turn
on their automobile lights as part of a na-
tional day of witness against violence. Still
others may make a commitment to work with
their neighbors to keep their communities
free from crime and drugs and guns.

In our own lives, in our own way, this
Monday and on every day of this year, let
us rededicate ourselves to the spirit of
Easter, of Passover, of Ramadan; to the mis-
sion of Martin Luther King; and to the com-
mon values that must make America a land
of limitless hope and opportunity for all of
our people for all time to come.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 2:15 p.m. on
April 1 at a private residence in San Diego, CA,
for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on April 2. A tape was
not available for verification of the content of this
address.

Proclamation 6661—National Day
of Reconciliation
April 3, 1994

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
In this season of Easter and Passover, as

we mark the twenty-sixth anniversary of the
death of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., I call
upon every American to reflect on the mean-
ing of his teachings, to measure the progress
we have made in achieving the dream he
shared, and to rededicate ourselves to the
end of violence and to the true spirit of com-
munity for which he lived and died. We must
remain a Nation that is not too cynical to
restore hope, not too frightened to face our
problems, and not too intolerant to seek rec-
onciliation.

Too many of our children hunger for lives
with order and meaning. They are easy prey
to anger and narrow-mindedness, to vio-
lence, and to impulses that debase their own
lives and others. Too many, in their own
struggle to survive, cannot imagine a world

that is safe, secure and full of hope. We must
do better than this.

Happily, most of our children still face the
world with courage and hope. They want to
grow up to be good parents and good citi-
zens. They want to have good marriages,
good friendships. They want to make the
world a better place.

They remain our greatest hope. Let us re-
solve to teach them as Dr. King did, not so
much by eloquent words as by meaningful
actions.

Let us lead them by example, as we re-
spect all people, draw strength from our di-
versity, and face our challenges with deter-
mination and goodwill so that Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King’s dream of equality for our children
will never be lost.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim Monday, April 4,
1994, as a ‘‘National Day of Reconciliation.’’
On this day, let us pause to reflect upon what
our divisiveness, our intolerance and our in-
security teach our children. Let us remember
and recognize that each of us bears the pro-
found responsibility of bringing Dr. King’s
message of unity, compassion and equality
to our schools and our playgrounds, our
places of work and worship, our seats of gov-
ernance, and into our homes and our hearts.
And when we are judged, not by the rich
or powerful, but by history and by our chil-
dren, let it be said that we overcame our dif-
ferences for the sake of our children. We
shared a common dream for the future.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this third day of April, in the year
of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-
four, and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and eight-
eenth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
10:42 a.m., April 5, 1994]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on April 6.
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